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out when confronted by an evil world: " Let me
be keener to slay thee lest thou poison me !"

In accordance with this law, genius, where it still
exists, is chiefly to be found among the collectivists
or the anarchists to whom our whole society is
hateful as an organised spoliation of the working
classes ; an organised defilement of the sexual
relations; an organised and useless torture, inflicted
under the name of justice, on those unhappiest
victims whom we call the criminal classes.

It is no part of the historian's business to predict
or to advise ; and the present writer, at any rate, is
not conscious of being qualified for either office.
What has been said in this connection must there-
fore not be taken as expressing any approval of the
views so brilliantly advocated in some contempo-
rary novels and dramas. The sole point contended
for is that literary genius, with few exceptions, has
so far found its highest expression in a moral
purpose, in the utterance of a protest against the
propagation of falsehood or the practice of injustice,
real or illusory, in fancy or in fact.

Perhaps a profounder analysis may show that
the ethical motive is itself referable to a still more
general law, and that the vital conditions of genius
are furnished in the last resort by variety and
contrast Now, the general tendency of modern
progress has been adverse to those conditions ; it
has made for assimilation and uniformity, English
influence at its best has told for the extension of
personal liberty and of representative government
over the whole world ; more equivocally, for the
similar extension of English capitalist industry.
At home Liberalism has always meant the extension